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On the injurious effects of the doctrine 
or CALVINISM UPON THE Minp,. 


The following remarks are not made by way of retal- 
iation for the repeated assertion that the doctrine of 
Universalism is of licentious tendency ; but as the re- 
sult of a free and candid examination into the influence 
of religious opinions. If there ever were a time when 
these assertions would excite a retaliating spirit, or cre- 
ate a little vexation, it has now passed away. The 
rapid progress of liberal principles, and the pleasing 
prospects that open to view, must ere this have healed 
us of every disagreeable sensation, if any ever existed, 
and prepared our minds to act with honest freedom and 
inbiased feelings. 

itis well known that many have contended, that | 
God, before he created man, fixed his fate by an irrev- 

‘able decree; that he elected some of the human | 

ice to his favor, and the enjoyment of eternal life, and 
«probated all ge rest to the endurance of his wrath 
e torment forever. It bas been object- 





od unspeakab 





! to this dactr ine, that it makes God partial and un- 
just; that it represents bim as exercising cruelty with- 
uf provocation, or thet it mukeshim revengeful. The) 


vlvocutes for the system contend against this. They | 
suy that God is neither partial, unjust, cruel por re- | 
-ugeful in conducting in this manner. Many have 
opposed that this conduct is the perfection of meral 
ctitude ; and that it will call forth the praises of all 
ood men forever. ‘They regard an opposition to these 
renliments as an evidence of an evil spiiit, and. a sure 
token of impenitence and harduess of heart. That we 
iuve not departed fro the striet rules of propriety ip 
these remarks, will be perfectly evident to any one who 
- conversant with the controversies wluch bave agitat- 
ed the christian world. Now we wish to consider them 
lata, from which we shall argue the injurious effect 

of the doctrine of Calvinism upon the mind. 
Those that are favorable to the doctrine which we 


have named contend that it would be sinful for God to 


—— 





be partial, but that the divine conduct is not partiality ; 


that it weuld be sinful for God to be unjust, but that! ker loves hiw, (and if it be not, why did Jesus com- | 


his conduct is not injustice ; and in their arguments to 


prove this, they oftener eudeavor to accommodate the | 


who believes this sentiment, and permits it to have ita’ 
‘are of the elect—for God trains up the non-elect to e- 
he must torment those over whom he is placed without | 


natural effect upon his mind? If he wishes to be just, 


any mixture of mercy, if he wishes to be impartial, he 
must select some as the objects of his.favor, and repro- | 
bate the rest as the vessels of his wrath, and if he 


wishes to be free from all revenge, malice and maligni-, 


ty, he must continue to make them as miserable as he 
can for the smallest of offences, unintentional perhaps | 
on their part, and uninjurious to himself. 

It isa truth, that cannot with propriety be disputed, 
that it is right for man to copy from the actions of his 
Maker. Whatever is right in God, would be right in 
man, and whatever is wrong in man, would be wrong 
in God. That action that would stain the moral char- 
acter of man,would appear, if possible,infinitely blacker 
in the spotless character of the great Jehovah, Hence 
if it be wrong for man to be revengeful and partial, it 


| would be wrong for the Deity to be so; and the same 


actions that make man so, would make him so. 

Who now can help seeing the injurious effects of Cal- 
vinism upon the human mind? It represents the Al- 
mighty as infuriate with malignity, cruelty and revenge, 
delighting in the misery of his creatures, whose eternal 
portion is his wrath, who are forever to endure his infi- 
nite and unchanging displeasure. As seated upon the 
throne of the Universe sullenly to declare that this is 
all right, and to torment all those who doubt-it with | 
the awful apprehensions of their eternal doom, 

Many, until they believe such doctrines as these, 
love their Maker, and worship him in spirit and in truth, 
They look to him, and believe him to be their Father 
and Friend. They realize seme enjoyment from their 
existence, and the hopes of immortality. But this doc: | 
trine cuts the connexion which unites them to God, de- 
stroys their peace and happiness, plunges them into a 
state of long and intense dispair, deprives them of the 
; jeasures of reflection, friendship and social intercourse, 


weans them from any attachment to the character of 


Jehoveh, and unfits them for every thing but the work- | 


ing of evil, the deploring of their existence, and the. 
cursing of God. 


if it tee necessary that man should know that his Ma- 


mend the love of God to sinners /) every thing must be 
injurious to the moral condition of man, that in any 


—— ne ee a — 
nor labor for their good before he is confident that they 


ternal woe. This and much more of the same kind is 
the natural fruit of Calvinism. 

There is no greater evidence of the falsity of this 
| doctrine than that mankind in general are ashamed to 
be governed by its principles. Those that are its mort 
zealous advocates will not treat their children as they 

say God does his. There ase but few instances in 

| which men have not been able to withstand some of 
its worst influences; but there are some. The noto- 
rious defender of it, Calvin, has left one on record, 
which abundantly proves its injurious effect upon the 
jhuman mind. Almost every person will know the 
circumstance to which we allode—it is that of the burn- 
ing of Michael Servetus, Had Calvin’s doctrine tanglit 
him that God hath compassion on the ignorant anid 
those that are out of the way, his conduct, in all pro- 
bability would have been different. But Servetus and 
his enemy have both gone to the grave. Let us weep 
for the intolerant spirit of one and the misfortunes of 
the other. ‘This transaction of Calvin we mention thet 
men in future may take warning, and guard themselves 
against a doctrine which produces such direful conse- 
quences.* 

May the love of God, manifested in the Redeemer be 
i felt by every soul, and men knowing that God loveth 

them Jearu to love one another. RICHARDS. 








* Some are disposed to dispute that Calvin was the 
means of Servetus’ death. ‘The following quotations 
jare therefore made. Ur. Lampriere, in his life of Cal- 
vin, says, ** The reformer who so loudly exclaimed a- 
_geinst the tyranny of Rome, directed the whole torrent 
of his persecution againtt Servetus, a physician, who 
had in an ambiguous style written upon the trinity, and 
bis vengeance was not appeased till the unfortunate 
heretic bad expired in the dames.” Dr. Gregory, 
speaking of Servetus, says, * he was arrested by bis old 
evemy Calvin,” and again, “he was committed to 
'the flames on the 27th October, 1553, as an obstinate 
|heretic, by the very persons who had themselves escap- 
ed, and were now contending against the unlawfulness 
/of persecution.” Dr, Priestly says, * Calvin himself, 
‘to procure the condemnation of Servetus, cent to Vien- 
-ne above twenty Jetters.” Dr. Lempriere, in his Uni- 
versal Biography says, ** the magistrates, at last yield- 





principles of justice to this conduct, than by a refer-| way prevents him from knowing and feeling his Maker’s 
euice to these principles to maintain its rectitude. They) love. But how does the doctrine against which we are 
contend that God has done so; and, therefore, that it) writing tend to convince man that God loves him? In 
must be just; and the nature of justice js determined | no way; it teaches that he hates many of us with a ed the punishment! of a profane heretic, ordered the un- 


9 . 
from this conduct, instead of the rectitude of the con- | perfect hatred, it teaches that it is a sin for some of us| happy man to be burnt. Dr. Gregory asserts of Ser- 
And this is not oll, | vetus, thet be settled at Vienne, and then adds, ** The 


ing to the Joud representations of the ministers of Basi), 
Berne, Zurich, and especially of Calvin, who demand- 


duct from the principles of justice. This is the way cyen to presume that he love us. 


our mouths must be closed. We must say nothing 
about such conduct, for whatever God does is right,! 
however it may appear to us, ond right because i 
does it. Now the laws of charity demand thot 
should think that our oppanents sincerely believe what 


they say. ‘They think the arguments they ase are cor- | 


rect, and the doctrine which they are designed to sup: | er. 


port, scriptural, Aud, jurtherass re, we must suppose 
that it is their ruling desire to be just, smpartial, and | 
not revencelul, 

Now ve wust inquire what they consider justice and | 


Mpartianty tobe. and we hope to be excused, if cnr re- jf. 


Maks oppeara little tantelogical. ‘They think that 1 
is Just for God toclect some and regeclothers—to mise 


some enlessly happy and others efernally niiserable. | 


eH. © ° » ‘ ~ . P 
fis they call fispartiality and the perfection of aor. Jisigns. Tle 


reciitude. Now what mus the actions of that man be, 


for it has a tendency to subvert the benevolent affec 
fions of our beurfs. rod created twankind to lowe one 
pother, and it ts naturo!l for them to do this. These 


heavenly affections are subverted by the doctrine un- 


der cansideration. A man who feels that he is one of 
', must necessarily hate those whom he consid- 

fie non-elect, for f he does vot, uceording to his 
orineiples of reetita le. he is eriminal He mmnet repgoire 


af thet miseries, da antieipate with plessure their 
eternal torment; for, if he does not, he is not reconeil- 
ebéo the dispensetions of bis God Ife must not labor 


rifermr samwatton; this wourd be an attempt to coun. 


jteract foe porpoese of Deity.  Hle must not pray for 
their eulvotion s this would be trifine with, the intinite 
Jehovah, an attemnpt to divert inin from his eternad de 


cannat consistently love hts childeen. ontil 


ie knows taiati t ey ire (be objects of hits Mak: r’s love, 





*| eathovionn of reformation, however, invaded his tran- 
quilily in this sitnation, and he was engaged by some 
iweans or other to enter into a comtroversy with Calvin, 
iy which there is reason to believe the latler was de- 
fented, since be declared in a conulidential letter to one 
of his friends, that ** af Serve(us should ever fall into 
hes hands, he should never go oul of them alive.” (Vide 
* Cal. ad Porel. Eprt.”) Calvin, io one of his letters 
io Suleer, says, ** One of the Symdice, ot my request, 
ordered hia te be committed to prion.” 


—«: | 6D. 


The way to be truly honored is to he industrionsly 
yood, It was worthily enswered by Muoximiilion, the 
German Emperor, to cnc who desired bis lattese- 
patent toenoble him; fam abie, suid he, to make thee, 
rich; but Fariue inust make thee, uoble. 
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FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 








Rev. Sirs, —Should the following éxtract from Dr. 
Nott’s Miscellaneous Works, appeur to the Editors of 
the Magazine, calculated to do good, they are at their 
disposal. Lage 150— 154. 

“The types which prefigure, and the prenhecies 
which foretell the kingdom of righteousiiess, attach 
vastness to the idea of its duration—a vastness 5 in 
comparison with which, the intervening ages of sin and 
sorrow sink to nothing, and are annihilated. 

*¢ All the ends of the world shal] remember and turo 
unto the Lord, and all the kindreds of the nations shall 
worship before thee. For the kingdom is the Lord's, 
and he is the Governor among the nations. For evil 
doers shall be cut off, and those that wait upon the 
Lord they shall inherit the earth.” And when shall 
the evil doers be cut off? The prophet shall answer 
this question, ‘* For yet a little while and the wicked 
shall not be, yea thou shalt diligently consider his place 
and it shall not be. But the meek shall inherit the 
earth, and shall delight themselves in the abundance of 
peace.”? And how long shall the meek inherit the 
earth? Again the prophet shall answer. ‘* The righ- 
teous shall inherit the land, and dwell therein for ever. 
Ps. xxii. 1D! a'80 XXEVIL 

The ; revalence of the wicked, which has continued 
from the time of the prophet until the present lime, 
and which has still the appearance of further contin- 
vance, in his estimation was a momentary prevalence, 
a little while. Whereas the subsequent prevalence of 
the righteous is declared to be abiding for ever. The 
terms here made use of are relative, and if they con- 
vey any idea, it is of comparative duration. If then, 
in the language of the prophet, a litile while denotes 
several thousands of years. for ever must denote a period 
vasily longer. 

You will recollect the memorable vision of Danie), 
‘in which an emblematical representation of future 
events was furnished him. Unable to comprehend the 
meaning of the vision, he asks and obtains am explana- 
tion. He is told that the four beasts which came up 
out of the sea, are fourkingdoms. That the fourth will 
be diverse from the rest, and devour the earth. That 
out of this kingdom ten kings will arise, and that anoth- 
er will arise after them, exalt himeelf against the most 
High, and wear out the saints of the most High, who 
are given into his hand; and how long are they given 
into Lis hand? The answer is subjoined : Until a time, 
and limes, and the dividing of ime. But he who gave 
the explanation adds, ** The judgment shall sit and 
they shall take away his dominion, and the kingdom 
and dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom under 
the whole hearen, shall be given to the people of the 
saints of the Most High,”? who ** shal] take the king- 
dom, and possess the kingdom.”? And how long shall 
they possess the kingdom? Again the answer is sub- 
joined, For ever, even for ever and erer. Wan. vii. 18. 
Here also, the comparative duration of the triumph of 
the ri-hteous end wicked on the earth is brought into 
view, and the terms made use of are such as to lead to 
the same conclu:ion as in the preceding passages. In- 
deed if the terms here adopted do not express vast du- 
ration, J know of no terms by which this could have 
been expressed. 

The power spoken of in Daniel, inte whose hand the 
saints are delivared, is again spoken of in the Revela- 
tion of Jobn, and again their sufferings under this power 
are described. Here alto these sufferings are limited to 
a (ime, and times, and half a lime. or as it is elsewhere 

expressed to @ thousand (wo hundred and three score 
days. Whereas the subsequent triumph of the righte- 
ous is expressly declared to continue a thousand years. 

Could we have smy doubt concerning the compara- 
tive duration of two periods, expressed in the same 
book, the one by ‘welve hundred and sixty days, the 
ether by a THOUSAND YKARS, it should seem that ‘hal 
doubt must vanish when we consider the terms a Hitle 
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while and for ever, by which these same periods are 
also expressed; a dilile while being clearly explanatory 
of twelve hundred and sixty days, and for ever of a thou- 
‘sand years. 

| Ip the language of prophecy a day is frequently put 
for a year. ‘Ihus we interpret the fime, and times, and 
‘the dividing of time, which occurs in Daniel. Thus 





we interpret the for/y and two mouths, which occurs | 


in Revelation, and, not to mention other passages, thus 
we interpret the (housand two hundred and three score 
.days, which also occurs in Revelation And why 
ishovld we doubt whether the same construction 1s to 
be put on a thousand years, used to denote the reign 
of Jesus Christ; whose reign, if the same inter reta- 
| tion be adopted, which is adopted in determining the 
\ reign of his adversary, will continue three hundred and 
sixty thousand years. Such a kingdom rises as we con- 
template it, into an importance which gives meaning to 
the epistles which the inspired writers apply to it.— 
Such a kingdom may be said to be an everlasting king- 
dom, and to endure for ever. And with reference to 
this kingdom, if such be its duration, the triumph of the 
wicked, though continuing for ages, is justly termed 
short, a litile while. 

** Whether a éhousand years, when applied to the 
reign of Messiah, means precisely three hundred and 
sixty thousand years, or some vast, though indifferent 
period, I will not here attempt to determine. But, 
however this phrase is interpreted, to me it appears 
evident, that the scope of prophecy requires that it be 
so interpreted as to give to his reign a duration, in com- 
parison with which, all preceding reigns will appear 
transitory and unimportant.” 


ee 


REMARKS. 


1. It appears evident, from the foregoing extracts, 

that eminent orthodox divines, do not consider the 
terms everlasting, for ever, and forever and ever, as al- 
ways denoting a never-ending state. 
Does not the Hopkinsian system, very naturally 
lead the mind to the Universal system? For accord- 
ing to the Hopkinsian system as adopted by Dr. Nott, 
respecting the vast multitude saved ; though Dr. Hop- 
kins does not admit the reign of Christ to be more than 
a literel thousand years, yet he supposes that thousands 
will be Gually saved where one is eternally lost? 

3. Does not the lot of those who are brought into 
existence in the reign of satan, seem hard, when com- 
pared with the millions which are to be created in the 
reign of Christ, when all shall be righteous? Have the 
first so good a chance to be saved as the last, on the 
Arminian system? Have the non-elect any chance to 
be saved, on the Calvinistic system? What chance 
have those to be saved, whom God determined before 
the foundation of the world, should be eternally dam- 
ned? 

4. Can any upright person, justify a father, who is 
possessed of an immense fortune, who should disinberit 
his first born children, by his first wife, and give all his 
interest to the children of his second wife? According, 
(o what is called orthodoxy, the blessed God will leave 
the greatest part of his off-pring, who have lived in the 
first six thousand yeare of the world to never-ending sin 
and torment; while the innumerable multitude, who 
shall live in the long period of three bundred and sixty 
thousand years, when the wor'd wil) be full of people, 
shall be made holy and happy to all eternity. 

5. It is often said in reply to the above queries, that 
God is a sovereign, and has a right to do what he will 
with his own creatures, or do as he pleases. But if 
God is a just and good Sovereign, he must be pleased 
(o do that which is just and good. Now whut justice 
and goodness, can we perceive in bringing creatures 
into existence, whom he has determined to leave in sip 
and mitery to all eternity? Men commit no more sin, 
according to Calvin, than God determined they should ; 
and no more than he inclines them to commit; that he 


Oo 
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wight bave occasion or reason {o punish them to all 








——— a 


eternity. This is said to be for the glory of divine justice, 
but is not justice glorified in saving sinners through Je. 
sus Clirist? OBSERVER, 


————ED -' ae 
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ANECDOTE. 


Let not this weak, unkrowing hand, 
Presume thy bolts to throw, 

And deal damnation round the land, 
On each I judge thy foe. 





POPE, 


The Rev. Mr. Stone, of Brookfield, being on a visit 
at the house of Mr. Jesse Hobbs, one of his parishion- 
ers, entered into conversation with him on the subject 
of religion, and because Mr. H. did not yield implicit 
belief to his gratuitous statements, Mr. S. seemed to 
consider him a hardened infidel, and hinted that he 
was on the borders of perdition. After they sat down 
to dinner, Mr. H. says, well Mr. Stone, I suppose from 
what you have said, you conclude | must be damned ; 
yes, says Mr. Stone, (at the same time bringing down 
his hand with violence on the table,) you must be 
damned, Mr. H. astonished at the daringness of the 
man, replied, | thank God | am in the hands of mix 
Maker, otherwise | should know my destiny soon. 

HERMES. 


REMARK. 


It is marvellous, that those of the clergy who contend 
for the application of the parable of the sheep and goals 
to the concerns of eternity, should pay little or no re- 
spect to the doctrine which it inculeates, That in- 
forms us, that those who fed and clothed the disciples 
of our Lord enjoyed eternal life. But according to the 
anecdote above, Mr. Stone believed that Mr. Hobbs 
would be damned, although he was one of his parish- 
oners, and was then feeding him at his table. Man's 
fate would truly be hard, if such clergymen had the 
power in their hands. Would not the clergy soon 
starve, if it were not for the assistance of those they 
call goats? Do not those do nearly five times as much 
towards religious worship as others? Yes—and for all 
they are damned. Many of them go to meeting, 
receive the sentence of their condemnation, and go 
home satisfied. May the Lord open people’s eyes to 
see the manner in which the clergy abuse them. 

RICHARDS. 


ORIGINAL ANECDOTE. 


In a town in which there was a great revival of reli- 
gion, among the Baptists, and Presbyterians, there was 
as is usual in such cases a great strife, each being desi- 
rous of obtaining the greatest number of converts, every 
art was used to bring the young converts to this church, 
or to thet. In this struggle, a zealous Baptist finding 
some young persons, who was just brought from na- 
ture’s darkness into the marvellous light of the gospel, 
inclined to join the Presbyterian church ; hastened to 
them and used all his influence to bring them to join 
the Buptists. After many observations he concluded 
as follows—‘* Now if you mean to be very happy in 
heaven, and have an exalted seat, you must join the 
Baptists for there is as much difference between the 
happiness of the Baptists and Presbyterians in heaven, 
as there is between a DROP of water and a river.” 

(Hariford) Religious Inquirer. 
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Salvation of Judas Iseariot. 


j Discourse, delivered at the Universalist Church, 
4B ta the City of Hudson, N. Y. on Sabbath Evening, 
October 6, 1822. By David Pickering. Text, Me% 
xxvil, 3.4. Price 12 1-2 cents, " 
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Five contradictory Points of Calvin. 


‘f the Calvinistic System are 

own as the name of Calvin.— 
It cirikes me, howe’ er, that there are five other points 
in the system as worthy of fame as these. 1 shall at- 
tempt to set them before you, not troubling you with 
remarks, as | think they willshine sufficiently by 
their own light. I beg leave only to say, that I have 
enumerated just so many and no more, not for Jack of 
maiter, but because five bas long been a sacred number 
in the system, and it were pity not to accommodate 
ourselves to it. Also, you must not expect the same 
nice conn-xion and mutual dependence in these new 
articles, which is so admirable in the old; for I think it 
would require greater skill than mine to join together 
what nature has so far put asunder. 

|. It contradicts 1rseuF.—It declares that atone- 
ment has been made for none but the elect, and conse- 
quently that none others can be saved ; and yet asserts 
that their perdition is their own fault; that all not e- 
lected are of course and inevitably destined to misery, 
and yet that they may be called on to escape this mis- 
ery. It asserts that Jesus Christ has made full satisfac- 
tion to divine justice for the sins of the elect, by taking 
en himself the punishment of their guilt and paying 
their debt; and yet that God pardons them freely. It 
asserts that we are righteous in God’s sight only by the 
righteousness of Christ imputed to us; and yet that 
every man shal] be judged according to his works. 

I]. It contradicts THE SCRIPTURES.—The scriptures 
tell us, that Christ died for all, tasted death for every 
man, is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours 
only, but for those of the whole world. This scheme 
says,no; he died for the elect only. The scriptures 
say, that God will give his spirit to all who ask it, that 
they who seek shall find. This system says, that the 
spirit is given sufficiently to ensure salvation only to 
the elect, that to the rest it is so given as not to pro- 
mote their salvation, but only so as to aggravate their 
condemnation. The scriptures say, that every man 
shall be judged according to his own deeds and cherac- 
ter; the righteousness of the righteous shal] be upon 
him, and the wickedness of the wicked sball be upon 
him. But this system declares, that men are vile and 
depraved and liable to everlasting wrath, not for their 
own wickedness, but for the sin of Adam, impuled to 
them; and that they are righteous and saved, not by 
their own righteousness, but solely by the righteousness 
of Christ imputed fo them and so made theirs. 

Ill. It contracicts THE CHARACTER or Gon.—God 
is infinitely wise, perfectly just, completely good, im- 
prrtial, merciful. And it is our duty not only to say 
this, but see to it, that we ascribe to him nothing in- 
consistent with these attributes. For it is worse to at- 
tribu'e to him evil conduct, than to call him by an evil 
name. But this system says, that he has condemned a 
countless multitude of his human family to hopeless and 
intermidable woe, and has made even helpless infants 
and playful children, to deserve and receive bis curse, 
on account of the transgression of the first man. Does 
not this appear to contradict a character of impartiali- 
ty, justice, and mercy? Besides, if we know any thing 
respecting the holy and pure Sovereign of all, it is that 
holiness and purity are, above al] things, his delight.— 
But this system represents him as having delighted in 
giving existence to a race utterly worthless and inca- 
puble of any good. And then, in direct opposition to 
bis attributes of benevolence and mercy, though bis 
Bame is Love, and he delights to forgive, it represents 
him as making no attempt to regenerate and purify any 


but a selected few, and as leaving all the rest to inexo- 
rable and endless wrath. 


Sjr,--The Fire 2 


as famous and as we! 


many 


IV. It contradicts TAE BENEVOLENT PRINCIPLES OF 
oun, NATURE.—God has been pleased to endow us 
with such principles, as a part of bis own image; and 





they so notoriously oppoce and deny the system of 
which I am speaking, that its advocates have found it 
necessary to decry them as a part of our original de- 
pravity, and the enmity of a corrupt heart to the truth! 
As if that benevolence, which is the glory of God's char- 
acter, could ever be any thing but a good and right 
principle in the hearts of his children! As if, when 
commanded * to be merciful as our Father in heaven is 
merciful,” it were intended we should be less, instead 
of more merciful, than we are by nature! Let an 
earthly parent, thinking to obey this precept strictly, 
copy the example which this system sets before him. 
Let him, before his children are born, say, ** | know 
they will be refractory, and selfish, and disposed to evil. 
Therefore, I should be justified in leaving them all to 
themselver, without attempting to correct them, or 
make them better. I will, however, favor two of them, 
will afford them every advantage, and instruction, will 
advise and warn them, and train them up to respecta- 
bility and heppiness. As for the rest,! will do nothing 
for them ; Jet them try to please me, J wil) not be 
pleased ; let them ask instruction, | will not give it ; or 
if | must, for the sake of appearances, yet 1 will take 
care that they shall not be benefited by it.” Would 
not all the good and generous feelings of the heart cry 
out against such a parent? Are they not equally 
shocked, when such a system is attributed to the great 
Parent of all? 

V. It contradicts TRE EXPERIENCE OF EVERY DAY. 
— What says experience of that fundamental doctrine, 
total depravity? Are men so vile, so prone to evil, and 
evil only? Is there nothing good in any? Is there 
none that you can trust, none that you can Jove? Are 
vice and crime their only pleasure, their only end ?— 


Let any man look fairly around him, and bad as the 


world is—and truly it is bad enough—yet bad as it is, 
he will not find that it is entirely corrupt. Let him go 
into the bosom of his family, and soberly ask himself, if 
experience has given him reason to believe, that his 
smiling and affectionate, though mischievous, children, 
have nothing in them but a propensity to evil, no good 
dispositions, no virtuous desires; that the partner of 
his life, has nothing in her, which God can Jove; and 
that his friends are perfectly hateful in his sight. No 
man ever learned the doctrine from his own observa- 
tion. And yet, if human character were such a mass 
of corruption, we could not avoid seeing and feeling it 
atevery time. So far as daily experience goes—say 
what you please of human crimes, 1 know they are 
but too many, and too great, and too common—yet let 
every man judge from his daily experience, and he 
would as soon believe that heaven is the favorite home 
of pollution, as that the natural character of man is the 
abode of no/hing BuT pollution. 

Common observation is quite as adverse to the other 
doctrines of this system, and proves them to be little 
better than fictions. Common sense wonders at them. 
Reason stands aghast, and Faith itself is half confound- 
ed. And there is no better evidence of the falseness of 
the whole scheme, than the fact, that it is not believed 
by the great majority of those who profess it. If you 
state jt to them in naked terms, as it is written in the 
BOOKS, they exclaim against it ae a misrepresentation, 
and declare that they have no such faith. Looking to 
their bible, and guided by their common sense, and na- 
tive conscience, they essentially mitigate the doctrines, 
which they feel bound to receive. This justice I re- 
joice to do them. And J find in this circumstance a 
strong corroboration of my belief, that this system, with 
its Give points of faith, and its five times five contradic- 
tions, is not the truth of the Holy Scriptures. 


Py reading we enjoy the dead, by conversation the 
living, and by contemplation ourselves, Reading en- 
riches the memory, conversation polishes the wit, and 
contemplation improves the judgment: Of these, read- 
ing is the most important, which furnishes beth the} 
others. 








Extract from R. Wright’s humble 
attempt to pron.ote union and peace among chris- 
tians., 

On the Points in which Christians are agreed. 
[Continued.] 


6. Greatly as christians have been divided in their 
opinions concerning the divinity of Christ's person they 
have always been agreed as to the divinity of his mis- 
sion, and its confirmation by miracles; and it is with 
his mission, what he did and taught, we are concerned ; 
it is on the belief of what he taught, and obedience to- 
the will of God as made known by him, not on specu- 
lations about his person, our salvation depends, Grant 
that his mission was divine, and the truth and divine 
authority of the gospel is established ; it follows that: 
he spake the words of God, the truth and grace which 
he revealed are the truth and grace of God, the com- 
mands which he gave divine commands, and the hope 
of immortality afforded us in him may be firmly relied 
on. Upon these points there can be but one opinion, 
and they are points of the greatest importance. 

7. Christianity is built upon facts testified of in the 
New-Testament. Next to the Messiahship and divine 
mission of Jesus, the facts by which christianity is sup- 
ported are his death, burial, resurrection and ascension. 
All christians believe these facts, though they reason: 
differently about them: and it is the facts, not particu-- 
lar expositions of them, which belong. to christianity : 
it is with the belief of the facts, not particular reasons 
concerning them, that our salvation stands connected. 

8. Though there are different opinions among chris- 
tians respecting the fall of man, and the origin of evil, 
they all agree that men are sinners and need redemp- 
tion. 

9. Discordant as their definitions of redemption, 
grace and faith are, they all agree in what is most ma- 
terial in the subject to which these terms relate; for 
they all agree that salvation is of God, that it comes to 
sinners by Jesus Christ, that it is of divine favor, and 
that it is received through believing the gospel. 

10. While they reason differently about the grounds 
of reconciliation, they witb one accord maintain thet 
the reconciliation of sinners to God is effected by Jesus 
Christ, that he died to effect it, and that the gospel is 
the ministry of reconciliation. 

(To be continued.) 


‘“ THE BIBLE,” 


Said Chillingworth, the champion of. Protestantism. 
** the bible, the bible only is the religion of Protestants. 
1 will take no man’s liberty of judging from him, neith- 
er shal] any one take mine from me. J will think no 
man the worse man, or the worse christian ; 1 will Jove 
no man the less for differing in opinion from me. And: 
what measure | mete to others | expect from them a- 
gain. I am fully aesured that God does rot, and there- 
fore man ought not, to require any more from any man 
than this—/o believe the Scriptures to be God's word ;. 
to endeavor to find the true sense of it, and to lire av- 
cording to it.”—(New Bedford) Philanthropist. 








MARRIED, 


In this city, by the Rev. 2r..Dean, Mr, Isaac C. 
Long to Miss Susan Thomas. 

By the Rev. Mr. Frothingham, Capt. James Bishop. 
to Miss Julia Aur Remington. 

By the Rev. Hosea Ballou, Mr. Lewis G. Pray to 
Miss Catharine.L. Wright... 


DIED,. 


In this city, Mre. Saruh Wheelwright; formerly of | 
Providence, aged 44, ; 

Mrs. Susannah Annable, aged 53. Widow Eleanor. 
Wendell, age! 80. Mary Jones. 

Say S: Piquot, aged 10 years and 9 months, third 





daughter of Mr. William P. 
Miss Eunice G. Sawyer, aged 20, Mr. Joseph Parks,. 
of Pseter, aged 29, 
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PEIN CARRIBKS ADDRBBSS, 


TO THE PATRONS OF THE 


Universalist Magazine, 
JANUARY 4, 1823. 


GOOD MORNING, Friends and Patrons ! I have come 
Again, to wish you all a happy year. 

Thanks, that your numbers still increase ; though some, 
Whom last I greeted with my annual cheer, 

Slumber in dust ; and some withdraw, I hear, 

Because the paper grows uninteresting ; 

Others have gone because the price is dear; 

And sonte, the Devil hath ‘lured with fond caressing, 
Bewitching them with envy, hate, or some such blessing. 


‘Che Macazine still prospers, as "twas wont : 
Travels along th’ indented coast of Maine, 
Ascends the hills of Hampshire and Vermont, 
Descends upon thy fields, New-York, again, 
Visits Ohio’s undulating plain, 

The ridges and the vales of Tennessee, 

And Carolina stretching on the main. 

May Heav’n afford it strength and energy, 
From Superstition’s pow’r to set the people free 


A mighty work,--and feeble are the means ; 

But God hath oft employ’d the weak and small 

To overthrow the most stupendous scenes 

Of men’s device,—their towers and Babels tall. 
Haply our paper, wheresoe’er it fall, 

May light the flames, which, though they slowly gain, 
At length shall tow’r a tempest over all 

The rubbish vile of Superstition’s reign, 

Till all be purified throughout her wide domain. 


Nor stands the Macazine alone; a band 

Of faithful comrades to the work applies : 

In Philadelphia one hath taken its stand ; 

Over New York two Herald—Angels rise ; 
Connecticut hath seen, with pale surprize, 
Th’Inquirer, searching out her hidden things ; 
Vermont hath rear’d a banner ’mid her skies; 
And from the East th’Intelligencer brings 

lts store of light and love, upon its gentle wings. 


Look ‘round our land,—and see our temples rise, 
Where God is worshipp’d as th’ Unchanging Friend ; 
Look,—and behold our new societies 

Along the East, West, North and South extend } 
See hosts of rising ministers attend.— 

O, fast and strong the cause of ‘Truth prevails, 

The long—fought contest draweth near its end, 
Even now, the strength of opposition fails, 

But though it cannot stand, with allits might it rail- 


Patrons and friends, your union firm maintain ; 
0, let not dark suspicion blast your peace ; 
Ye have been happy ; but if Fovy gain 

A throne among you, farewell all your bliss, 
For nought but rancour cometh, alter this. 
For all the wealth or fame that ever fell 

T’o mortal man,—or ever can be his, 

{ would not thus plange dowa to such a hell 


Of Jealousy and Hate, and “mid such furies dwed! 
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MAGAZINE. 
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O God! preserve us from that dreadful bane, <a 
Which yet hath curs’d all sects beneath the sun ; 
O, let this vial of plagues be poured in vain, 
That we may love, cheer, aid,—and still be one ; 
Yet-not our wills, O Lord, but thine be done; 
Help us, with fortitude, each change to meet ; 
And when our destined course on earth is run, 
May we in glory bow before thy feet, 
And share the bliss of heav’n, eternal and complete. 


Patrons and friends, may purest happiness 
Crown ey’ry season of the coming year ; 
May Health and Plenty ev’ry moment bless ; 
May love of frien:'s, of wife and children dear 
Soothe all your cares, and all your labors cheer ; 
May Justice, Temperance and Mercy kind 
Direct your conduct through your whole career ; 
The love of your Creator fill your mind ;— 

And may the God of love bless you and all mankind. 








—— ee... 


From the Christian Register. 


The following extract from Dr. Lardner, shows clearly the estiniation in whiei 
that Jearned, pious, and excellent Christian held the imposition of creeds ie ar 
der to produce unzformi/y of opinion among believers, and the influence the 
have upon the promotion of true christianity. His observations are confined id 
the Nicene creed, which, as it has been the rallying point for the followers of 
Athanasius ever since the promulgation, and the standard of their orthodoxy 
may fairly be taken as the representative of the creeds, which they have un. 
warrantably endeavored to impose upon their fellow christians.— As a eperi- 
men of the piety and ability of the bishops of the age of the council of Nice a 
have the testimony of the worthy Gregory Nazianzen. He declares that— at 

** The pulpits were Gilled with illiterate pastors, with mere boys, with imita- 
tors of the Scribes and Pharisees; that there was no such thing a charity ‘ 
mong them, but only acrimony and wrath ; that their religion consisted in con- 
demning the irreligion of others, whose behaviour they watched, not to reform 
them, but to defame them; that they blamed or praised persons, not for their 
bad or good lives, but according to the party to which they belonged admiring 
in one what they reviled inanother.”” (Le Clerc after recapitulating these and 
otber particulars, adds, ‘** this is a faithful portrait of the ecclesiastics in the 
days of Gregory, as the history of those times too plainly shews.’”) That the 
bishops of this century assumed the same antichristian dominion over their con- 
science, as the Roman Pontiffs afterwards did, the transactions of the council 
of Nice are sufficient to evince ; which council consisted of nearly 300 prelates 
and was held in the presence of Constantine, in the year 325. Their celebrat- 
ed creed they concluded with anatiimetising all ** who say that there was a time 
when tbe Son of God was not, and that before he was begotton he was not.” 

Upon this creed, Lardner makes the following very just obsesvations. 

*- If you make use of any methods, besides those of rational arguments, to in- 
duce men to profess and act as you desire, you do what lies in your power to 
make them lie and prevaricate. So did the council of Nice. This council in- 
trcduced authority and force in the church, and the affairs of religion. Or, if 
authority had been introduced before, ‘they now openly countenanced it and 
gave it a further sanction. This way of acting way be supposed to have been 
the chief cause of the ruin of the christian interest in the east. This, and the 
like determination of speculative doctrines, and the violent methods by which 
they were enforced, may be reckoned to bave paved the way for Mahometanism 
more than any thing else. By these means, ignorance and hypocrisy, and ted- 
ious rituals, came to take place of honesty, true piety, and undiseembled spiri- 
tual, and reasonable worship and devotion. In about 300 years after the ascen- 
sion of Jesus, without the aid of secular power, or church authority, the ebris- 
tian religion spread over a Jarge part of Asia, Europe, and Africa: and at the 
accession of Constantine, and convening the council of Nice, it was almost 
every where, throughout those countries, in a flourishing condition. In the 
space of another 300 years, or a little more, the beauty of the christian religion 
was greatly corrupted in a large part of that extent, its glory defaced and its 
light almost extinguished. What can this be so much owing to, as to the de- 
termination and transactions of the council of Nice, and the measneen then set 
On foot, and followed in succeeding fimes? These imporitions poison the wa- 
ters of the sanctuary at the very fountsin, They require the ministers of 
Christ, the cilicers of lis church, to subseribe certain articles upon pain of hea- 
vy forfeitures : and a subscription to these articles, whether believed or not, 
gives aright to preferment. If any subseribe what they are not sutisfied about, 
aud so enter into the service of the church, (which is very likely to bappen) 
they gain and hold their cflices by the tenor of hypocrisy. liow cen religion 
flourish i this way? Will the persons, who have subseribed (without convie- 
lion of against it,) be sincere and upright ever afterwards? Will they, upon all 
other occusions, speak the truth witoout fear or favor, who have once solemnly 


2 Avlherately revarics 2 j ; j 
anid deliber tleay prevaricated’ And can others entirely confide in them; oF 
Cun they Lceurtily reverence them, as upright and honest men?” 

——— ne () Ce ——— 
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A family where the great Father of the universe is duly reverenced ; where 
parents are honored and obeyed ; where brothers and sisters dwell! together t@ 
love and herinomny + Where peace aud order reign s where there is no iaw hut 


the law of hindwess and wisdare : % . } a ny 
LW Buitess aud wisdom; is surely a most delightful and interesting 
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